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Chisf, Intelligenee Information Staff, iR _ 2 September 1953

THRE s Chief, Services Division

Chief, Trade Jranch

Fequiresent for Information From imericsn Pmbassy, Pangkok Poste

weferences Otats Despateh Bangkok #559, 9 June 1955, Sesret.

1. The sbove despateh ecntains several references Lo smugiled oplum:
on page 5 reference is made to the Embassy attesmpt to estimate the 1llegal
trade in gold and oplumj page 11 has a referenee to oplum smagglin: into
Thalland; and on page lé reference is nade to the illegal re-export of -old
in payment for oplum which comes from either Burma or Yunnen,

2, The Smbasay indicates th:t it was net possible to make precise
estimates of volume of ;0ld and opium smuggling as of 8 June 1955.
Furthermore it is not elear from the phrese in the referenced despatch
"oplum wewe{rom elther Surma or Tunnan® whether evidence exisis that oplum
is smuggled into Thailand from Commnist China.

3. It is requested that the Embessy furnish as promptly as possible
information on the smugzling of opium into Thalland. We are particularly
interested in the following aspeets of this questioms

(s) Is there evidence that oplum smugeling into Thailand {rom
Yunnan takes place with the active aid of the Commmnist Chinese

vovernnont?

(b} If so, what are the brand namés, form of opium, estimatad
quantitles, routes, groups involvad, methocs of operatlon, payments:

(¢) What estimete of foreign exchange on gold eamings obtained
by fommunist China from such trade could be made?

. L. It is realized that all of the above questions can never be delinite
ively answered, however, qualitatlve types of answers réflecting the judge-
ment of the Twbessy would be appreciated,
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cfrrfris s> (2 September 55)
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